Arundhati Roy, Power Politics South End Press, Cambridge Mass 2001.

Perhaps if only to balance his books, (President Bush) should develop some cheaper missiles to use on cheaper targets and cheaper lives in the poorer countries of the world. But that may not make good business sense to the International Coalition’s weapons manufacturers. (Roy, 140 – 141)

For some years now, an American oil giant called Unocal has been negotiating with the Taliban for permission to construct an oil pipeline through Afghanistan.  (Roy 143)

In America, the arms industry, the oil industry, the major media networks, and indeed, U.S. foreign policy are all controlled by the same business combines. ( Roy 143) 

Will burning the haystack find you the needle? Or will it escalate the anger and make the world a living hell for all of us? (Roy 138)

Here is a list of the countries that America has been at war with –and bombed- since World War II: China ( 1945 –46, 1950-53), Korea (1950 – 1953),Guatemala (1954,1967-1969),Indonesia (1958),Cuba ( 1959-1960),the Belgian Congo (1964), Peru (1965),Laos (1964-1973)Vietnam ((1961-1973), Cambodia (1969-70)Grenada (1983),Libya(1986), El Salvador(1980s), Nicaragua (1980s),Panama (1989), Iraq ( 1991-2001),Bosnia (1995), Sudan (1998), Yugoslavia(1999). And now Afghanistan. (Roy 128)

The first step that a “reformed” privatized power sector is expected to take is to cut agricultural subsidies and put a “realistic” tariff (market value) on power. (Roy 51)

The New War Order. Red Letter Press 2002
The government is using the tragedy to give billions to corporations, while refusing to pass legislation to extend unemployment and health care benefits to workers laid off due to the economic crises. (Adrienne Weller, New War Order 32) 

The New War Order. Red Letter Press 2002
Imagine if all the billions that the U.S. put 

into the war against Afghanistan were 

used to provide education and health 

care for all here and internationally.  

(Nellie Wong  New War Order, 43)

Noam Chomsky, 9-11  New York, Seven Stories Press, 2001
From the first days after the attack, the Bush administration has been warned by NATO leaders, specialists on the region and presumably its own intelligence agencies… that if they react with a massive assault that kills many innocent people, they will be fulfilling the ardent wishes of bin Laden and others like him. (Chomsky 93)

Howard  Zinn, Terrorism and War, New York: Seven Stories Press, 2002

It seems clear from their own statements that what bothers the people who want to strike at the United States is not what we do internally and how much freedom we have, but what we do externally. (Zinn 13)

 What angers them are the troops we’ve stationed in Saudi Arabia, the enormous economic and military support we give Israel, our maintenance of sanctions against Iraq, which have devastated the country and hurt so many people. (Zinn 13)

I don’t think its’ hard to figure out why the United States is so concerned with the Middle East. You can answer that question with one word: oil. (Zinn 14)

Eqbal Ahmad, Terrorism, Theirs and Ours, Seven Stories Press, NY 2001 

“The official approach [avoids] causation. They don’t look at why people resort to terrorism.” (Ahmad Terrorism, Theirs and Ours 16, 17) 

All kinds of tyrants have been America’s friends. (Ahmad, Terrorism, Theirs and Ours 16)

In the course of my work I have identified five types of terrorism: state terrorism, religious terrorism, criminal terrorism, political terrorism, and oppositional terrorism. (Ahmad Terrorism Theirs and Ours 17)

 The official approach is to focus on only one form- political terrorism-which claims the least in terms of loss of human lives and property. The form that exacts the highest loss is state terrorism. (Ahmad Terrorism Theirs and Ours 18) 

What makes terrorists tick?

1. The need to be heard

2. expression of anger, of feeling helpless, angry, alone

3. a sense of betrayal

4. absence of revolutionary ideology (Ahmad Theirs and Ours 18-21)

McAlister Melani, Epic Encounters, Culture Media and U.S. Interests in the Middle East, 1945 – 2000, University of California Press, 2001 
Definition of Terrorism from the First International Conference on Terrorism, July 1979, Jerusalem,  “Terrorism is the deliberate and systematic murder, maiming and menacing of the innocent to inspire fear for political ends.” (McAlister 217)
“The ‘clash of civilizations” has … made an extraordinary mark. … It appears as if (Samuel) Huntington has  managed to once again insert into the public sphere something very much like the old Orientalist framework for understanding world relations..”(McAlister  269) 

Rahul Mahajan, The New Crusade, America’s War on Terrorism, 

New York, Monthly Review Press, 2002

To make peremptory demands deliberately set so high that they cannot be met, and then to foreclose on any possibility of negotiations is the antithesis of diplomacy, yet this process is regularly referred to in the U.S. media as diplomacy. (Mahajan 29)

…The United States is an empire…maintaining its economy through the control and exploitation of the resources and labor of other countries. (Mahajan 31)

This war was and is about the extension and maintenance of U.S. government power, at home and abroad. Other motives are strictly secondary. (Mahajan,101)

On any given day, there are U.S. armed forces in 140 countries. Before the September 11 crisis, the United States had permanent bases in 69 countries, but it took advantage of the crisis to spread to several more. (Mahajan  101)

[US] military spending is over five times that of any other country, and far exceeds what is necessary for the real defense of the country from invasion and foreign harm. (Mahajan101) 

Eqbal Ahmad, Confronting Empire, Interviews with David Barsamian, Forward by Edward Said, 

South End Press, Cambridge, 2000 

Great Imperial powers, especially democratic ones, cannot justify themselves on the basis of power or greed alone. No one will buy it… 

So the mission has appeared as human rights. It’s a very strange mission for a country which for nearly a hundred years has been supporting dictatorships in Latin America and throughout the world. (Ahmad Confronting Empire 42) ‘

Eqbal Ahmad, Confronting Empire, Interviews with David Barsamian, Forward by Edward Said, 

South End Press, Cambridge, 2000 

The US has spent billions in producing the bin Ladens of our time. (Ahmad Confronting Empire 91)

There is a fundamental principle of politics which is that when power has no countervailing forces balancing and checking it is always abused  . . . in extreme ways.   (Ahmad Confronting Empire 93) 

Anthony Arnove, editor Iraq Under Siege The Deadly Impact of Sanctions and War, Cambridge, 

South End Press, 2000 

The fact that the United Kingdom and United States have been unilaterally bombing Iraq almost every other day since December 1998 has generally merited only one paragraph notices….  

By the end of 1999 US and UK forces had flown more than 6,000 sorties, dropped more than 1,800 bombs and hit more that 450 targets. 

The Pentagon alone spent more than $1billion to maintain its force of 200 airplanes, nineteen warships and 22,000 troops who are part of the operation. (Arnove 9)

The Bush administration was intent on delivering such a knockout blow to Iraq that it would convince Israel that it had nothing to fear from Iraq and that the United States, not Israel, was responsible for regional security and for conflict resolution in the Middle East. (Aruri, Iraq Under Siege   25)

Washington’s decision to rig United Nations Special Commission (weapons inspection team) and to utilize its personnel for espionage purposes was, to say the least, a serious threat to Iraq’s security, since it enabled the Pentagon to pinpoint targets for its bombers. (Aruri Iraq Under Siege   27) 

Michael Parenti, The Terrorism Trap, September 11 and Beyond San Francisco, City Lights, 2002

Of the nineteen terrorists identified as part of the September 11 attacks in New York and Washington seven were identified as Saudis, one as an Egyptian, and one as from the United Emirates. As far as is known, not one was a Taliban, and not one was from Afghanistan or had ever visited that country. (Parenti 65) 

Since World War II, the US government has given some $240 billion in military aid to build up the military and internal security forces of more than eighty other nations. 

The purpose of this enormous effort has been not to defend these nations from invasion by foreign aggressors but to protect their various ruling oligarchs and multinational corporate investors from the dangers of domestic anticapitalist insurgency. (Parenti 74) 

US supported military and security forces and death squads  . . . have been repeatedly used to destroy reformist movements, labor unions, peasant organizations and popular insurgencies that advocate some kind of egalitarian redistributive politics for themselves. (Parenti 74-75)

While claiming to be motivated by a dedication to human rights and democracy, US leaders have supported some of the most notorious rightwing autocracies in history. (Parenti 77)

Babiak, Peter “The View from Zero Avenue,” subTerrain, no. 33, 31-34.

What passes for political truth is that terrorism is always an exception. People seem to believe that the religious terrorist is an uncivilized fanatic… and that this sort of behavior is un-American. But this is forgetting that war and violence are sacraments in America. (Babiak  33)

Monica Hill, “Why Bush is targeting Iraq,” Freedom Socialist, July Sept 2002,1 

It’s no secret. The U.S. is gunning for Iraq. …In the eyes of the US policymakers and the corporations they front for, the crime that has damned Saddam Hussein is ambition.  (Hill 1)

Iraq has the second largest proven supply of oil reserves in the world… Iraq still exports more than two million barrels of oil every day. Astonishingly, the USA remains its biggest customer. … (Hill 1)

War against Iraq is also a reaction to the faltering economy. When economies sour, military adventures can provide a short-term boost. (Hill 1) 

Andrea Bauer, From the Ashes of the Old Century, A Better World’s in Birth, 1999

The feeble response of the capitalists and the middle class to cataclysmic events provides increased opportunities for ultra rightists and fascists to fill the leadership void with their paranoid “populist” politics of race and gender bigotry, homophobia, anti-Semitism, and xenophobia.  (Bauer 41) 

Fidel Castro, War, Racism and Economic Injustice The Global Ravages of Capitalism, 

Melbourne, New  York,  Ocean Press, 2002

Today the wealthiest 20 percent of the world’s population account for 86 percent of all spending on private consumption, while the poorest 20 percent account for only 1.3 percent.  (Castro 88)

In the wealthy countries per capita electricity consumption is 10 times higher than in all the poor countries combined. Castro  88

Racism, racial discrimination and xenophobia are not natural instinctive reactions of human beings, but rather are social, cultural and political phenomena born directly of wars, military conquests, slavery and the individual or collective exploitation of the weakest by the most powerful throughout the history of human societies (Castro 106)

The capitalist, developed and wealthy countries today participate in an imperialist system  . . . based on the philosophy of selfishness and brutal competition.  (Castro  88)

 [Capitalist countries] live under the misleading, irresponsible and hallucinatory atmosphere of consumer societies. 

(Castro 111 ) 
Thinking about the real or imagined parties involved in the bizarre holy war that is about to begin, I find it impossible to determine where the fanaticism is stronger. (Castro 116)

None of the present problems of the world can be solved by force…  The world cannot be saved unless a path of international peace and cooperation is pursued. (Castro 122)

Fidel Castro War, Racism and Economic Injustice The Global Ravages of Capitalism, 

Melbourne, New  York,  Ocean Press, 2002

The poverty and underdevelopment prevailing in most nations as well as inequality in the distribution of wealth and knowledge in the world are basically at the source of the present conflicts. (Castro 88)

It cannot be forgotten that the current underdevelopment and poverty have resulted from conquest, colonization, slavery and plunder by the colonial powers.  (Castro  88)

Nature is being devastated . . .crucial nonrenewable resources are wasted in luxury and triviality. (Castro 24) 

Vidal, Gore Perpetual War for Perpetual Peace How We Got to Be So Hated 

New York, Thunder’s Mouth Press, 2002

The Bush administration, though eerily inept in all but its principal task, which is to exempt the rich from taxes, has casually torn up most of the treaties to which civilized nations subscribe. (Vidal 10)

Maalouf, Amin In the Name of Identity Violence and the Need to Belong, 

New York, Arcade Publishing 1996

… there exist inherent rights to human dignity that no one may deny to his fellow creatures , whether on the grounds of religion, colour, nationality or sex, or on any other consideration. (Maalouf 104)

Where there is an oppressed minority, a free vote doesn’t necessarily set it free. 

( Maalouf 152)

Torture Worldwide: An Affront to Human Dignity Amnesty International, New York

Many of the world’s 15 million refugees are torture victims. (Amnesty International 3)

The law is unequivocal  - torture is absolutely prohibited in all circumstances.(Amnesty International  2) 
The statistics are shocking. . . . torture or ill-treatment by state officials in more than 150 countries. (Amnesty International 2-3)   

Nancy Chang Silencing Political Dissent, How Post September 11 Anti-Terrorism Measures 

Threaten our Civil Liberties, New York, Seven Stories Press, 2002

USA PATRIOT  . . . sacrifices our political freedoms in the name of national security…( Chang 44)

The full title of the USA PATRIOT is the Uniting and Strengthening America by Providing Appropriate Tools Required to Intercept and Obstruct Terrorism Act of 2001. (Chang 143) 

The Bush administration has not been content simply to wield its new authority under the USA PATRIOT Act. As an adjunct to its military operations abroad, the administration has waged a shadow war at home that has targeted almost exclusively, Muslim nationals from Arab and South Asian countries. (Chang 67)
Fawaz Gerges, America and Politcal Islam, Clash of Cultures or Clash of Interests?

              Cambridge University Press, 1999.

Regional events - the 1973 Arab Israeli War, the consequent Arab oil embargo and the 1978-79 Iranian revolution and ensuing hostage crisis- shocked many American officials into viewing Islam as a threat to Western interests. (Gerges 41)

Fawaz Gerges, America and Politcal Islam, Clash of Cultures or Clash of Interests?

              Cambridge University Press, 1999.

Of all the regional developments in the 1970s, the Iranian revolution and the ensuing hostage crises had the most formative effect on the US foreign policy. (Gerges 42) 

...in the Middle East …the fault lines are rigidly drawn between authoritarian regimes, which are determined to maintain control and opposition movements seeking to replace the old order with a new one. ( Gerges 88)  

Robin Wright, The Last Great Revolution, Turmoil and Transformation in Iran, 

New York,  Knopf, 2000.

Iran’s Islamic revolution introduced  . . .   the precedent of using Islam- a familiar, legitimate and widely available vehicle – to push for empowerment. (Wright 8)  

Eqbal Ahmad, Terrorism, Theirs and Ours, Seven Stories Press, NY 2001 

The Palestinians, the superterrorists of our time, were dispossessed in 1948. From 1948 to 1968 they went to every court in the world. They knocked on every door. They had been completely deprived of their land, their country, and nobody was listening. In desperation, they invented a new form of terror: the airplane hijacking. . . . (Ahmad  Terrorism Theirs and Ours 19)

That kind of terror is a violent way of expressing long-felt grievances. It makes the world hear. It’s normally undertaken by small, helpless groupings that feel powerless. We still haven’t done the Palestiniants justice, but at least we all know they exist. Now even the Israelis acknowledge. Remember what Gold Meir, prime minister of Israel saie in 1970: There are no Palestinians. They do not exist. 

They damn well exist now. (Ahmad  Terrorism Theirs and Ours 19)

UNITED NATIONS CHARTER

UNITED NATIONS PURPOSES AND PRINCIPLES
TO MAINTAIN international peace and security

TO DEVELOP friendly relations among nations

TO COOPERATE in solving international economic, social, cultural and humanitarian problems and in promoting respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms. 
TO BE A CENTRE for harmonizing actions of nations in attaining these common goals

And for these ends

TO PRACTISE tolerance and live together in peace with one another as good neighbours, and

TO UNITE our strength to maintain international peace and security and

TO ENSURE by the acceptance of principles and the institution of methods, that armed force shall not be used, save in the common interest, and

TO EMPLOY international machinery for the promotion of the economic and social advancement of all peoples. 

HAVE resolved to combine our efforts to accomplish these aims.

Accordingly, our respective Governments . . . do  hereby establish an international organization known as the United Nations 
