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“Vito Acconci, The Sheltering City”

©Susan Platt first published Artweek, September 4, 1982 (excerpts) 

    Vito Acconci's current installation at the San Francisco Art Institute has two parts, The Portable City and The City that Drops Down from the Sky. One city forecasts the future, the other recalls the past.

    … Whether the Portable City is connected to the art world itself, to evacuation for nuclear war or to the PLO, the main thrust of the piece is the cooperation necessary to make it work. Acconci has transformed the art display into a metaphor for survival. …The City the Drops down from the sky feels more like an early twentieth century fantasy, comparable in its engineering to something like Tatlin's glider. Even a fantasy of a city dropping from the sky can hardly be believable in the 1980s, if it is butterfly gentle in its means of functioning or its mode of arrival, as compared to what the movies and NASA offer.

    The Portable City suggests a primitive state beyond machines and computers, when we will be dependent on simple actions and cooperative good will for the survival of the human race. The choice of a pyramid, the Egyptian tomb, is a resonant form of early history suitable to the future that is still so uncertain.

