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    Anxiety about nuclear extinction has been part of our reality since the early Fifties when fleeing to fall-out shelters was practiced along with fire drills. In the Sixties and Seventies, the horror of nuclear war receded slightly, as the disaster of Vietnam dominated our day-to-day life with a more tangible demonstration of the insanity of political leaders. In the Eighties, the possibility of nuclear war is once again everyone's worse fear.

    Recently, television 'documentaries' and movies have made our situation even more vivid by depicting the aftermath of nuclear war, even as evening news programs glamorize new weapons systems based on science fiction movie concepts and developers promote million dollar condominiums far below the Nevada desert. The line between reality, anxiety, and nightmare draws ever slighter. We feel our own impotence in the face of power politics.

    . . . . While few, if any of these works will endure beyond the immediate issue to become enduring masterpieces, collectively they speak loudly of a condition that we must face. These artists risk immersion in the immediate apocalyptic moment because they must. Just as around the 1000 in the Middle Ages, when the art collectively expressed anxiety about the end of the world and the Second Coming of Christ, today artists collectively respond to their feeling of a world out of joint and our own impending apocalypse. This exhibition makes that collective anxiety clear. We share in it unavoidably.

